AMENDMENTS TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SWIMWEAR

(with immediate effect, valid until 31 December 2009)
Following the decision of the International Swimming Federation (FINA) on the swimsuit (Dubai Charter) implemented with immediate effect, IPC Swimming made a decision to follow the regulations below:

DESIGN: 

          The swimsuit shall not cover the neck and shall not extend past the shoulders or past the ankles. 

MATERIAL: 

          When used, the material shall follow the body shape; 

          The application of different materials shall not create air trapping effects. 

THICKNESS: 

          The material used shall have a maximum thickness of 1mm. The measurement method is in accordance with ISO Standard 5084 for textiles. 

BUOYANCY: 

          The swimsuit shall not have a buoyancy effect of more than 1 Newton (100 gram). The value to be observed applies to all swimsuits sizes. 

CONTROL: 
          FINA has established its own independent control/testing programme. Only swimsuits approved by FINA can be used during IPC Swimming competitions.   

CONSTRUCTION: 

          Any system providing external stimulation or influence of any form (e.g. pain reduction, chemical/medical substance release, electro-stimulation, or others) is prohibited. 

CUSTOMISATION: 

          All swimsuits of an approved model must be constructed in an identical fashion with no variation/modification for individual swimmers from the samples submitted for approval. Any modification before use is prohibited; it is clarified that an adaptation of size and modifying the suit to meet the impairment (e.g. amputees) do not constitute customization.

USE: 
          The swimmer can only wear one swimsuit (FINA Rule GR 5.3). 

Rules applicable from 1 January 2010 will follow FINA rules where applicable.

For more information, please contact IPC Swimming at ipcswimming@paralympic.org.
